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Kennel huntsman fined for killing Brown Hare with beagle pack in Northamptonshire:
Philip Kennedy, 48, of Stowe, Buckinghamshire, appeared at Northampton Magistrates’
Court on 4 June 2026 where he pleaded guilty to hunting a wild mammal with dogs. Drone
footage captured the Stowe Beagles chasing and killing a Brown Hare at a farm in Eydon,
Northamptonshire, on 13 November 2025. Kennedy, a kennel huntsman with the Stowe
Beagles, was fined £258 and ordered to pay £585 court costs and £103 victim surcharge.
Source: https://tinyurl.com/3559k3v4

Huntsman fined for hunting a Brown Hare with basset pack in Dorset: Charlie Ford, a
huntsman with the Devon and Somerset Bassets, appeared at Weymouth Magistrates’ Court
on 18 June 2026 where, following a trial, he was found guilty of hunting a wild mammal
with dogs. Video evidence provided by the Hunt Saboteurs showed the basset pack chasing a
Brown Hare at a farm in Bagber, Dorset, on 13 October 2024. Ford was fined £648 and
ordered to pay a victim surcharge of £259 and court costs of £650. This is the first time
someone associated with a basset pack has been convicted under the Hunting Act. Source:
https://tinyurl.com/s9mc276s

Three hunstmen charged with alleged Fox hunting offences in Gloucestershire: Three
members of the Beaufort Hunt have been charged with hunting wild mammals with dogs at
the Duke of Beaufort’s Badminton Estate in Gloucestershire on 20 December 2025, where a
Fox was pursued and killed by hounds. William Bryer, 49, from Badminton, Mitch Prosser,
27, from Badminton, and Anthony Tuck, 51, from Chippenham, were due to appear at Bristol
Magistrates’ Court on 7 July 2026. The case will continue on 5 August 2026. Source:
https://tinyurl.com/2rndShja

Two huntsmen charged with interfering with Badger sett in Somerset: Charlie Thomas,
33, from Flemingstone, and Sam Colbourn, 35, from Chewton Mendip, were due to appear at
Yeovil Magistrates” Court on 7 July 2026 to face a charge of interfering with Badger setts.
The charge relates to an incident on 13 December 2025 in Priddy, Somerset, where hunt
hounds from the Mendip Farmers Hunt are alleged to have caused damage to a Badger sett by
entering it. The case was adjourned until 1 September 2026. Source:
https://tinyurl.com/wth2jtdz

Teenager fined for Killing a Badger in Dorset: An unnamed 16-year-old appeared at Poole
Magistrates’ Court on 24 June 2026 where he admitted an offence of wilfully killing a
Badger. The case came to light after the teenager’s mobile phone was seized during an
unrelated investigation in November 2025. When officers examined the device, they
discovered footage appearing to show two dogs attacking a Badger at Bourne Valley Nature
Reserve while the person filming made no attempt to intervene. They also found an image of
a dead Badger. The teenager was handed a six-month referral order, fined £400 and ordered
to pay a £26 victim surcharge. Source: https://tinyurl.com/3espaufd

Developer fined for destroying habitat of Great Crested Newt in Sussex: Paul Welch, a
40-year-old property developer, appeared at Brighton Magistrates’ Court on 23 June 2026
where he pleaded guilty to tree felling without a licence and damaging or destroying a
breeding site or a resting place of a wild animal of a European protected species, in this case,
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the Great Crested Newt. Welch was the sole director of Oakmount Parks Ltd and had
submitted two applications for planning permission to construct 11 holiday homes on land
adjacent to Cowfold Road in West Grinstead, Sussex. Both applications, made in 2018 and
2022, were refused due to the presence of Great Crested Newts on the site. However, trees
were felled on the site in March 2022. Welch was fined a total of £40,000; £20,000 for each
offence and was also ordered to pay £1,000 costs. Source: https://tinyurl.com/3fd7vvuc

Man sentenced for possession of dead Kestrel and Barn Owl impaled on shop door
handle in Broughton, Hampshire: James ‘Jimmy’ Kemspter, 39, of Bury Brickfield Park in
Totton, Southampton, appeared at Southampton Magistrates’ Court on 23 June 2026 for
sentencing, following his earlier conviction of being in possession of two dead birds of prey,
a Kestrel and a Barn Owl, that were found impaled on the door handle of a community shop
in Broughton, Hampshire, in March 2024 (see BW 35.7). Kemspter, who has 13 previous
convictions including several relating to Hare coursing and possession of an offensive
weapon, was found not guilty of criminal damage relating to the dumping of 50 Brown Hares
outside the shop. He was given a 15-month community order including 30 days of
rehabilitation activity and made subject to being monitored by an electronic tag for six
months. He was also fined £120 and ordered to pay costs of £650 with a £114 court
surcharge. Source: https://tinyurl.com/4eb8j5ds

Man charged with various offences relating to illegal theft and trade of wild birds’ eggs:
A Benfleet man has been charged in connection with an investigation into the theft and illegal
trade of wild birds’ eggs. David Gordon, 64, is accused of having in his possession or control
114 wild birds’ eggs listed in Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, having in
his possession or control 970 wild birds’ eggs contrary to the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 and possession of a large egg collection of approximately 2,707 birds’ eggs with the
intention of using it to commit a wildlife crime. The charges are believed to relate to a major
international police operation called Operation Pulka, where coordinated police raids were
undertaken across the UK, Norway and Australia in 2023/24 as part of an investigation into
an alleged international egg-trading network (see BW 36.4). Gordon, of HMP Highpoint, was
due to appear at Southend Magistrates’ Court on 22 June 2026. No update was available at
the time of writing. Source: https://tinyurl.com/2s3dtmav

Buzzard found with shot gun injuries in North York Moors National Park: North
Yorkshire Police have appealed for information following the discovery of a Buzzard with
shotgun injuries in the Bransdale area of the North York Moors National Park on 4 May
2026. The Buzzard was euthanised due to the extent of its injuries. Source:
https://tinyurl.com/4xp338jw

Raven shot dead in Essex: Essex Police have issued an appeal for information following the
discovery of a shot Raven that later died. The Raven was reportedly shot on Nayland Road,
West Bergholt, Colchester on 1 June 2026. Source: https://tinyurl.com/35exc77p

Satellite-tagged White-tailed Eagle ‘disappears’ in North York Moors National Park:
North Yorkshire Police have issued an appeal for information following the suspicious
disappearance of a satellite-tagged White-tailed Eagle from its roost site on the Snilesworth
Estate in the North York Moors National Park. The young eagle, known as G834, hatched in
2025 and was the first wild-fledged White-tailed Eagle in Dorset for over 240 years. After
fledging, G834 travelled widely across the UK before arriving in the National Park on 30
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April 2026. In the early hours of the following morning, his tag did not transmit and G834
has not been seen again. Source. https://tinyurl.com/yc3tr6cn

Hen Harrier’s satellite tag ‘deliberately cut off’ in north Wales and bird disappears:
North Wales Police, the RSPB and the National Trust have issued a joint appeal for
information following the disappearance of a satellite-tagged Hen Harrier from a notorious
grouse moor near the Welsh/English border. The Hen Harrier had hatched in 2025 on land
managed by the National Trust in the Peak District National Park. On 28 August 2025, she
had flown to Ruabon Moor, the only driven grouse moor in Wales. On the night of 31 August
her satellite tag data revealed that she was no longer alive. A search took place and the tag
was located on Ruabon Moor on 2 September 2025 but there was no sign of the bird’s body.
The tag was sent for forensic analysis by North Wales Police. Results revealed that the
satellite tag’s harness had been deliberately cut (off) using a sharp implement, such as a
knife. Despite searching, the body has not been found. Source: https://tinyurl.com/83{24tkr

Golden Eagle found with shotgun injuries in south Scotland: Police Scotland are
appealing for information after the discovery of an injured satellite-tagged Golden Eagle in
the Lammermuir Hills, south Scotland. The four-year-old eagle, named ‘Squeagle’, had been
translocated from the Western Isles to south Scotland in February 2026 as part of a
conservation re-stocking project. Following her release, she’d travelled through parts of
northern England including Northumberland, the Pennines and the Yorkshire Dales. A
photograph taken of her in Northumberland on 4 May 2026 showed significant damage to her
wing feathers. On 1 June 2026, gamekeepers in the Lammermuirs had found her grounded
and they alerted the authorities. A subsequent x-ray revealed 17 shotgun pellets embedded in
her wings and body. The injuries were not believed to be recent, as they had healed over.
After several days of rehabilitation, she was released back to the wild. Police are examining
her satellite tag data to establish the location where she was likely to have been shot. Source:
https://tinyurl.com/mryfpe2c

Two gamekeepers on trial after alleged shooting of Red Kites in Cairngorms National
Park: Two gamekeepers from Glenbuchat Estate in Aberdeenshire are currently on trial for
charges relating to the alleged shooting of Red Kites in the Strathdon area of the Cairngorms
National Park in February 2025 (see BW 36.7). Head gamekeeper Graeme Rankin, 40, and
assistant gamekeeper Steven Hague, 43, both of Glenbuchat Estate, have both denied the
charges, which include wildlife offences, armed trespass and firearms offences. The trial
started at Aberdeen Sheriff Court in April 2026 and will continue on 20 July 2026. Source:
https://tinyurl.com/Senvj2u7

Dr Ruth Tingay is a co-director of Wild Justice and writes the Raptor Persecution UK blog.
@ruthtingay.bsky.social


https://tinyurl.com/yc3tr6cn
https://tinyurl.com/83f24fkr
https://tinyurl.com/mryfpe2c
https://tinyurl.com/5envj2u7

